
Say NO to Watercare’s plans to 
destroy native bush in Titirangi!

HOW WILL THIS AFFECT YOU?

Following the unfortunate announcement that Watercare 
intends to build the new Water Treatment Plant across 
Woodlands Park Road and Manuka Road sites, the Titirangi 
Protection Group are encouraging Titirangi Residents to stand 
up and say NO to Watercare’s current proposal.

The construction of this plant will destroy a large area of 
significant native bush (including a large part of the very popular 
Clark Bush Track), bring a huge industrial plant to within 4m 
of local residents and put untold strain on roading and other 
infrastructure in surrounding communities including Titirangi, 
Woodlands Park, Waima, Laingholm, Huia, Piha and beyond.

‘IT HAS TO GO SOMEWHERE’
and

‘WE NEED FRESH WATER!’

Yes, that’s true – we agree with you. We are not anti-progress; 
we are anti the proposed location, the scope and the planned 
footprint of the project. This project is not just about clean 
water, it is about catering to a growing Auckland. There are quite 
a few things to consider here:
• Our challenge to Watercare is about the social and 

environmental impact of a large industrial complex in a 
residential and ecologically sensitive area.

• Did you know that the new plant would only increase 
productivity by approximately 11%? The existing plant is 
almost 100 years old; with modern technology, we should be 
able to build a smaller plant not a bigger one. The existing 
plant is 1 hectare, the new plant would be 2 hectares –  
that’s a 200% increase in size for 11% increase in 
production. We need some smart engineering solutions.

• Watercare are proposing to build TWO huge reservoirs just 
off Exhibition Drive. We question whether this is necessary. 
Much of this water is intended to go north / northwest.  
Why can’t the treated water be stored in reservoirs closer 
to the end locations (where they could be fully or partially 
underground)?  

• Watercare have offered to plant some trees in the Hunua 
Ranges to “mitigate” the destruction of our native bush.  
That’s about 50km as the Kereru flies (or the Tui or the 
Piwakawaka) – the skinks can’t make it that far. What about 
the streams and biodiversity of the Waitakere Ranges that 
cannot be recreated? Mitigation is NOT a solution.

THIS IS A 1 IN 100 YEAR DECISION, LET’S 
MAKE SURE WATERCARE GET IT RIGHT.

We asked some members of the community how they felt  
this development would affect them, here are some of 
their thoughts.
• An industrial eyesore at the Gateway to the Waitakere Ranges 

– electric fences instead of trees.
• At least three years’ of construction traffic and congestion on 

the local roads.
• Noise and light pollution not only during the construction 

phase but 24/7 once the plant is up and running.
• The associated risks of having a large chlorine storage 

facility at the top of a hill above a residential suburb.
• Partial destruction of the Clark Bush track.
• There is likely to be restricted access to Exhibition Drive 

during construction.
• The potential re-routing of public transport.
• Concern about road stability on Scenic Drive which is already 

compromised by slips.
• Potential impact on property values in the area.
• We will be heartbroken when the bulldozers come to destroy 

the bush.

• Sign the petition calling on Auckland Council 
to decline Watercare’s resource consent 
www.toko.org.nz/p/protect-titirangi

• Subscribe to our e-newsletter at 
www.protecttitirangi.org/contact/ 

• Stay informed and be ready to make a formal submission 
to Watercare and Council in the near future.

• Support community events to raise awareness.
• Tell your friends and ask them to get on board.
• Donate on the Givealittle page and help us engage 

professional support and advice. 
www.givealittle.co.nz/cause/protecttitirangi 

• Save the date: Saturday 22 July for the movie fundraiser 
“Rewi’s Last Stand” filmed here in Waima in 1940, and for 
which Hollywood Ave was named.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?

THE MOST COMMON CHALLENGES 
TO OUR PROTEST:

Watercare’s artist impression of the new plant - landscaping  
shown here would take decades to regenerate to this level.



• Titirangi is seen at the “Gateway to the Waitakere Ranges”: 
this development would see the construction of a massive 
industrial complex, spanning THREE separate sections of 
Woodlands Park Road. 

• An industrial complex is completely at odds with the green, 
eco-friendly image that is such an integral part of the 
Titirangi community (and the greater Waitakere Ranges). 

• It would entail the destruction of 4 hectares (almost 10 acres) 
of native bush in a protected area. If Council grants consent 
for this, it sets a dangerous precedent in New Zealand.

• The site has significant ecological value. This is not simply 
about protecting trees, the site is part of an ecological 
corridor that includes bush, streams and native wildlife. 

• The border of the site will be a mere 4 metres away from 
peoples’ homes and will see supply pipes being built 
underneath other homes.

• There will be 24/7 light and noise pollution affecting 
neighbours and wildlife.

• The area is known for soil stability issues – removing vegetation, 
coupled with frequent weather events could spell disaster.

• We believe that Watercare’s assessment process was flawed and 
that their current proposal leaves no room for future growth.

We are challenging this development from many angles. From 
environmental protection and social impact, to the geotechnical 
issues and the risks associated with storing large quantities 
of chemicals in a residential area – we feel these are ALL very 
important. Here are our key objectives: 

Objective 1 
Get Watercare to stay away from the Manuka Road site, Clark 
Bush Track and the Exhibition Drive area and focus on going back 
to the drawing board with a design to create a better plan that 
allows them to re-use and develop the current water plant. Thus 
reducing the footprint and impact we are seeing proposed today.

Objective 2 
Get Watercare to use a more appropriate name for the project 
location; “Woodlands Park Road” rather than “Manuka Road” which 
we feel is misleading as to the location and scale of the project.

Objective 3 
Get Watercare to engage in open and willing discussion about 
the alternatives and to exhibit a sense of social and 
environmental responsibility as mandated by section 59C of 
the Local Government Act.*

Objective 4 
Ensure that Auckland Council remain impartial and avoid political 
interference when assessing the resource consent and considering 
the impacts on the environment and the surrounding communities.

* Section 59c of the Local Government Act 2002 states that a CCO is required to “exhibit 
a sense of social and environmental responsibility by having regard to the interests of the 
community in which it operates.”

It’s not big, it’s MASSIVE – under Watercare’s current proposal, 
the new plant is twice the size of the existing plant (which will 
be decommissioned but remain in place) PLUS there will be 
two water reservoirs expected to each measure 60 meters in 
diameter x 8-10 meters high.

The total site (existing plant + reservoir site + proposed new 
site) is 14 hectares. Of these 14 hectares, 4 hectares (an area 
larger than LynnMall!) will be deforested. For those that count in 
acres, that’s almost 10 acres of native bush being destroyed and 
land being levelled.

WHY WE ARE OPPOSING THIS? TITIRANGI PROTECTION 
GROUP OBJECTIVES

IS IT REALLY THAT BIG A DEAL?

CONTACT US

The Titirangi Protection Group is made up of a collective 
of individuals who care deeply about the impact that 
this proposed Water Treatment Plant would have on our 
community and who feel we CAN make a difference.

For more information and updates please visit:
www.protecttitirangi.org

www.facebook.com/groups/TitirangiPG/
Subscribe to the e-newsletter: 

www.protecttitirangi.org/contact/
Email: protecttitirangi@gmail.com


