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Round two in court for West Auckland group battling to save native bush
The Titirangi Protection Group Inc. (TPG) are appealing to the High Court against a recent decision
made in the Environment Court. The decision concluded that Watercare do not need to seek a new
designation to build a new water treatment plant on protected land in Titirangi, West Auckland.
The appeal is to be financed by community fundraising efforts.
TPG are seeking appeal in the High Court on two points:
1. A declaration as follows (or words to like effect):
That "Designation 9324 Huia and Nihotupu Water Treatment Plants" at Woodlands Park Road,
Manuka Road, and Exhibition Drive, Titirangi for "water supply purposes - water treatment
plants and associated structures" in the Auckland Council Unitary Plan does not authorise the
use of that property in terms of the Resource Management Act 1991 for the construction and
operation of a new water treatment plant.
2. A second declaration as follows:
That the construction and operation of any new water treatment plant on land subject to
Designation 9324 would require resource consents under the district plan component of the
Auckland Council Unitary Plan, or require a new or amended designation.
Currently the only council approvals required before construction of a new plant will be for elements
such as vegetation removal and earthworks and not for the plant itself. The TPG are concerned that if
this decision is not challenged in the High Court that it would set a dangerous precedent for protected
land, not only in Titirangi, but for any development proposed for protected land across the whole
country. There is a wider issue of historical designations throughout the country that are unclear. This
case will help provide clarity on how they should be interpreted.
It is important to note that the land is subject to the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 and has
been identified as being of Significant Ecological Value in the Auckland Unitary Plan (AUP). The land
for the proposed water treatment plant is one of only 20 that meet all 5 criteria for a Significant
Ecological Area out of the 3226 sites listed in the AUP. The TPG feel that this case has wider
implications for the environment and local communities across New Zealand who need to be clearly
informed about possible future development of land in their area by Government, Council or CCOs.
The TPG maintain their position that the vague and historic designation does not contain wording that is
100% clear to a plain, ordinary and reasonable person. Watercare say that they could build dams,
laboratories, reservoirs, chemical storage, carparks, roads, plant and machinery, storage depots,
sludge dumps, sediment ponds, filtration ponds or offices anywhere on their 57 hectare site and that
the wording of the designation makes this 100% clear. TPG seek a declaration from the High Court that
the designation does not authorise these activities on protected land.
The TPG declare that local residents would not have had any expectation that a new Water Treatment
Plant could be built because of the information provided by Auckland Council and Watercare, such as:
• The Significant Ecological Area overlay on the land in the Auckland Unitary Plan
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The vaguely worded Watercare “rolled over” designation, as defined by what an ordinary and
reasonable member of the public would have taken from it
Inaccurate (until recently) Online GIS maps
Inaccurate and misleading information in Council LIMs
The land not being properly sign-posted as being owned by Watercare; with an entrance to the
site from Manuka Road marked as a public walking track adding to the confusion

END
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

The proposed WTP and reservoirs would be located 2km west of Titirangi Village in Titirangi,
West Auckland.
The area is the gateway to the historic and protected Waitakere Ranges, a popular recreational
and tourist destination for local, national and international visitors.
The land has an SEA overlay that is one of only 20 of the 3226 SEA sites listed in the AUP to
meet all 5 criteria. The building of an industrial plant on this land would set a precedent for
development on protected land for the whole country.
The proposed water treatment plant and reservoirs would require the clearance and levelling of
4 hectares of land – a total area that is larger than the size of LynnMall. The large scale of
works involved would severely impact the natural landscape.
The area is well known for its rich biodiversity in flora and fauna, including rare species of
ferns, epiphytes, butterflies, and snails; forest tree giants including the iconic kauri, rimu, totara
and tawa. It is also home to a range of native invertebrates that help keep nutrients cycling and
are our key pollinators.
This project puts healthy kauri forest at risk, where it has already been detrimentally impacted
by kauri die-back disease, especially in the Waitakere Ranges.
There are already two water treatment plants on Woodlands Park Road where Watercare plan
to build the new treatment plant; the operational Huia Filter Station (that will largely be
decommissioned under the new proposal), and the Nihotupu Filter Station (which has been
decommissioned but still has a functioning reservoir).
The area contains significant areas of kahikatea wetlands
The proposed site includes the top section of the Clark Bush track; this track is over land
owned by Watercare.
The ecological value of the Waitakere Ranges is protected under the Waitakere Ranges
Heritage Area Act 2008
The environment and community would be significantly impacted by clearing of bush and recontouring of land for construction and the subsequent operation of a new WTP.
The footprint of the planned plant would be twice the size of the existing facility yet only
increase water output by approximately 11%.
The below map is an aerial view of the current and proposed sites. Note the new WTP is over
twice the size of the existing plant, on a geologically unstable and steep site. The lagoon is an
expansion of the existing one. The two reservoirs would be approximately 60m in diameter
and 9-10m high and located in sensitive kahikatea wetland area.
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Below is an aerial view of the proposed plant and reservoir sites which show the bush
coverage dating back to 1940. Note how the bush on both sites has significantly regenerated
over the past 77 years.
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Keep up to date with TPG actions on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/TitirangiPG/
Donate to the TPG legal fund: https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/protecttitirangi
Visit the TPG website: https://protecttitirangi.org/
Sign the TPG petition: https://www.toko.org.nz/petitions/stop-watercare-say-no-to-destruction-ofnative-bush-in-titirangi-for-a-water-treatment-plant
View the TPG Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/titirangi_protection_group/
Watch the TPG YouTube video: https://youtu.be/wjX954J1zjI
For more information, contact:
Gina Mitchell
021 046 5797
protecttitirangi@gmail.com
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